
Mass Shooting Database
Recognizing the Extent of the Problem 

Through Documentation



What It Is
A nonprofit organization creating

a comprehensive, continually  
updated federated data resource  

of mass shootings within the U.S.A. 
from 1900 (and earlier) to today



Why It’s Needed
Many organizations have published 

compilations of mass shootings.

All use divergent inclusion criteria.

None combines ALL data compiled.



 
Aggregated Data Sources

● Mother Jones
● Gun Violence Archive
● Officer Down 

Memorial Page
● Mass Shooting Tracker
● The Violence Project

● Everytown for Gun 
Safety

● Mass Shootings in 
America database

● Newspaper archives
● Obituaries

~ More ~



 
Progress So Far

2,400+ incidents
18+ descriptors



  
A Basic Need

Better mitigation & 
governance depend 
on accessible vetted 
facts



 
Vision for the Integrated Database

● Web page / app
● Social media 
● Content continuously 

updated & verified
● Exportable & online 

searchable

● “Slice & dice” flexibly
by various criteria

● Analytics friendly
● Designed for diverse 

users & use cases



 
Envisioned Content Includes

● Explanation of what’s 
included & excluded

● Full source citations
● Interactive map
● Memorial pages
● Photos / videos

● Laws / court cases / 
pending legislation

● Glossary
● Bibliography
● Links to websites
● Contact form



How We’re Building It
By coalescing a dynamic team of 

researchers & technologists intent on  
evolving an information asset that  
can promote public awareness of 

gun violence & aid better gun policy



Who We Are
● Contact: massshootingdatabase@gmail.com  

● Director: Emmaline Taylor 
Arlington, VA  (828) 246-3302
emmalinetaylor@yahoo.com 

● 25 current volunteer team members

mailto:massshootingdatabase@gmail.com
mailto:emmalinetaylor@yahoo.com


How It Started
Initial poster &  
spreadsheet 
begun in 
2019

...Effort  recently  renewed 



Continually 

updating,

scrubbing,

& improving

again

How It’s Going



  
Join Our Team!

Virtual participation.

Collaboration via 
email, Google docs, 
Zoom, etc.



What’s Needed
● Volunteers
● Alliances
● Vision collaborators
● Support from 

community leaders 
& politicians

● Access to IT

● Donations:
Mass Shooting 
Database
PO Box 5843
Arlington, VA 22205



WHEN IS

 ENOUGH 
 FINALLY 
 ENOUGH? 


